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SPORT AND RECREATION — REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.21 pm]: On Wednesday, 5 
November 2008, I was pleased to release a report entitled “Review of Sport and Recreation in Regional Western 
Australia”. As members will appreciate, sport and recreation is vitally important to Western Australian 
communities. It is often the glue that holds many communities together and builds resilience in difficult times. 
The report, the first of its kind in 21 years, will be an important policy framework for identifying opportunities 
for improving the delivery of sport and recreation in country Western Australia. The review was authored by the 
member for Albany, who also assisted me in launching the report, for which I am very grateful. It was produced 
in consultation over many months with communities in Bunbury, Mandurah, Albany, Northam, Narrogin, 
Karratha, Kalgoorlie, Esperance, Broome, Kununurra, Kalumburu, Carnarvon and Geraldton. Almost 200 
community representatives gave generously of their time to make a positive difference by putting forward the 
issues and challenges existing in their regions, and I thank them for their contributions. The report shows that 
sport and recreation is flourishing in the regions, but there are clear challenges brought about by a mix of factors, 
including changing demographics, climate change, the increased cost of providing and maintaining infrastructure 
and the lure of high-paying jobs in the mining sector. One of its findings was the need for more regionally based 
talent identification and development programs. I was therefore extremely pleased that the release of the report 
coincided with the opening of the administration centre of the South West Academy of Sport in Bunbury, the 
state’s first such regional academy. The academy, a vision of the late Wally Foreman, will assist in ensuring that 
talented young regional Western Australian sportsmen and sportswomen receive the same opportunities as 
metropolitan-based athletes. I acknowledge the efforts of the member for Albany in compiling the report and the 
tremendous work of the Department of Sport and Recreation, particularly the regional managers. 
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